The 1C EM A Cometh.. .Like it or not 

"ICEMA" WOULD SPEND ABOUT $500,000 IN INYO COUNTY AND IT PROMISES TO BRING THE "BEST" MED¬ 
ICAL CARE TO ALL WHO ASK; BUT COUNTY OFFICIALS SEE IN "ICEMA" A COSTLY PROGRAM WITH LITTLE 
CONTROL THAT WOULD INCREASE BUREAUCRACY'S REGpLATORY POWERS IN YET ANOTHER AREA OF INYO LIFE 


I IKE IT OR NOT, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, YOELD- 
ing an uncomfortably significant amount of 
_J regulatory power, is moving inexorably into 
the affairs of medicine and patient-care in In¬ 
yo and other counties across the nation. 

The federal imposition of power is likely 
to be made manifest through such agencies as the 
Inland Counties Emergency Medical Authority, a 
grant-funded organization established here last 
- year with offices at Bishop. ICEMA, as its em¬ 
ployees call it, has gone quietly 
about its business largely unnot¬ 
iced or ignored, for many months. 

What little control the county gov- 
ernment may have over its operat¬ 
ions would be that exerted through 
the overseer capacities of a sup¬ 
ervisor-appointed committee which, 
recently at least, has provided 
far less than film direction. 


Her appearance before the supervisors was 
prompted, in her words, by the need to reacti¬ 
vate and reorganize a county-wide committee to 
give "input" to the ICEMA program. The commit¬ 
tee, once functioning, might have some say ov¬ 
er ICEMA's activities, and over the grant bud¬ 
get estimated near half-a-million dollars. It 
may be that the committee is as Tingwall warns: 
a top priority matter. 

(See ICEMA, Page 7) 
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The issue, or possible issue, of ICEMA's 
Inyo presence exploded publicly last week in a 
confrontation between an ICEMA worker. Program 
Co-ordinator Maxine Tingwall, and some of the 
supervisors who were attempting to get informa¬ 
tion about ICEMA's program here. Seeing a rebuff 
in the supervisors' questions and in' some of 
their outspoken statements ("I'm ashamed to be 
associated with this program," exclaimed Bish¬ 
op's Herb London) - Tingwall later talked tore- 
porters. The views she expressed in the talk af¬ 
forded some insights into the scope of ICEMA's 
intentions - and hinted at its power. 


NEWS BRIEFS 

HUNTERS, CANDIDATES, DEVELOPERS, A 
CAR THIEF AND COUNTY RESIGNATIONS 

U NDER A NEW FISH AND GAME DEPARTMENT SCHEME 
to put more regulatory power into the ag¬ 
ency's hands, Inyo deer hunters may, con- 
csivably, see the day when they won't b« per¬ 
mitted to hunt in their own county. F&G's dep¬ 
uty director, Jim McCormick, explained to the 
supervisors that the proposal would limit ind¬ 
ividual hunters to quota and zone areas, with 
a lottery to pick those who would get hunting 
permits. A handful of hunters in the supervis- 
. ors board room rose in angry protest when Mc¬ 
Cormick admitted that Inyo hunters would not 
. be given preference in their own county. Simi¬ 
lar complaints have arisen in counties else¬ 
where. It is F&G's belief, echoed by the depu¬ 
ty director, that California's deer population 
is waning and something needs to be done to 
"hold down hunting pressure•" Independence sup¬ 
ervisor found in the controversy an opportuni¬ 
ty to grandstand: "I could never approve of 
F & G telling people in the county that they 
can't hunt in their own county. You're messing 
with the balance of nature♦..with the balance 
of hunters." Other board members agreed, but 
one of them, Richard McDonald, averred that he 
never hunted anyway. The supervisors see the 
issue from a dollaro-and-cents viewpoint) too, 
remarking, as one did, that such rulings might 
harm the tourist trade. As for "messing with 
the balance of nature. Fish & Game has been 
doing that for years. "Hunting" and "fishing" 
in 1977 California have long been contrived 
games; carefully balancing and weighing num- 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, Page U) 
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INYO: AN ARMED CAMP 

A "CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT" HAS 
GUN OWNERS UP IN ARMS - A LOT 
OF THEM IF ESTIMATES ARE TRUE 
F THE ASSORTED ARMS AND ATTITUDES OF INYO'S 
gun owners are shared by other Americans, 
a proposed presidential gun-control bill, 
even if passed, will be about as effective as 
a* .22 coining up against a Howitzer. Inyo Coun¬ 
ty is "gun-country" and if rough estimates are 
anywhere near correct there probably exist at 
least five guns (tucked away in racks, closets, 
drawers, under car seats, "stashed" in outdoor 
caches, and in many pockets and belts) for ev¬ 
ery man, woman and child within its boundary. 
Even "official" records of purchases are incom¬ 
plete; the sheriff says his office records ab¬ 
out "a hundred new purchases a year," but one 
dealer alone sold 116 handguns in the past year. 
W hy ftll the guns, and why th e American resent- 

1 ment toward any 
form of government 
control? 

It may be the 
question can be an¬ 
swered only in ab¬ 
stract terms; there 
are as many reasons 
for owning guns as 
there are gun own¬ 
ers. Among them are 
the obvious aggres¬ 
sive few who live 
in the fear - some¬ 
times indeed the 
secret hope - that 
someday circumstan¬ 
ces may arrive in 
which they will be 
afforded the oppor¬ 
tunity to use them, 
always of course in 
"defense" of something deemed righteous, beyond 
this hostile lunatio fringe are others vastly 
different: sportsmen who find in shooting some 
other expression of aggressiveness probably’corn 
of a keenly competitive society; and still oth¬ 
ers, a minority, which have neither the urge to 
kill nor hunt, but find in guns some other fasc¬ 
ination dating back - probably - to Saturday 
afternoon matinees in which Roy Rogers or Tax 

(See GUNS, Page 6) 
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|» » » NOTES FR OM B.K .« « « 

HOST'S THAT AGAIN DEPAKTilSNTi We 
did a double take when we went 
into Dick and Suzanne Berube's 
"Pyrenees" Delicatessen one rec¬ 
ent noontime. A sign there urged 
on us a "TvTo-for-One Sale." Says 
the sign: "Double the price for 
one sandwich...Baked ham, regu¬ 
larly $1.90...Today's Special 
Sale Price, $3.80." Amazed, we 7 M: 
then looked over on an east wall f ™\ eTT „ cecl CD , 

to find another: "Italian Salami I-I—-1 

37,100 per ton (Can be purchased in smaller qu¬ 
antities)." All of Dick's jokes aside, he and 
the missus are turning the Pyrenees into a real 
Deli. It's not up to to Chicago's deli's yet, 
or even Fairfax Avenue's, but Dick's getting 
there. Great lunches served with big smiles. 

The best coleslaw, vegetable soup and potato 
salad this side of Michigan Avenue. Dick brings 
his expertise from Bishop's La Pinata, although 
we're not yet clear on how he bridged the gap 
from California Spanish to Midwest Class. 7/hat? 
No lox and bagels? Maybe later. 

THE THRONE-ROOM OF THE COUNTY LORDS is undergo¬ 
ing a restyling. New carpeting ("Tawny Gold" 9 
312 per yard) has been put down, and new drapes 
are on order. Says Decorator Rose Lawson: 'U/t's 
the best commercial carpet. All the large oil 
companies are putting it in their buildings." 
Although oil companies are notoriously lacking 
in good taste as I would know it, I 'll say the 
installation is an improvement - and maybe the 
drapes and carpeting will somehow muffle the 
irate sounds sometimes voiced in the Supervis¬ 
ors ' Sanctum Sanctorum. 

AND A FEW IRATE SOUNDS coming out of a recent 
county schools spelling competition. (Yes, in 
fact there ARE still a few kids who can spell.) 
The bruhaha started after the Southern Inyo 
youngsters took all the prizes. Bishop's Mike 
Osborne spelled "phosphorus" with an "ous," 
just in the same way, I might add, that most of 
us spell it, and he was disqualified. He chal¬ 
lenged the decision (and who wouldn't?), claim¬ 
ing he had been right - and it was found that 
he was right. It was an occasion of high emot¬ 
ion. The distraught vice-principal, Mary Franks, 
took Mike and the two top contestants aside - 
and the issue was dropped. The Owens Valley win¬ 
ners protested that Bishop was trying to take 
away what they considered a clear victory. The 
county's top speller is Wendy Gracey, the bright 
and saucey daughter of the Austin's Store Gra- 
cey's of Independence. Out of UO contestants, 
she was the last standing. Wendy was a little 
upset over the confusion, but still happy to 
win: a trophy, a savings bond, and 330. Her 
winning word: "Crocodile." Mike will have to 
wait to get his chance next year. 

FOR THOSE WHO CAN'T MATCH UP ONE PARAGRAPH 
with another, "VPP" is our space-saving way of 
saying "Very Peasant People." And, while we're 
into That, we'll add to the VPP list: Connie 
Hildebrand, Inyo's county auditor. How Connie 
can remain "VPP" and deal with Inyo's budget is 
a question we'll leave to sage-ier minds. 

■JHHt 

MORE VPP's - the aforementioned Gracey's. Bob 


and Lorna, of Independence. Some new additions 
to "Austin's General Store," are the recently 
added Austin's T-Shirts. Late last summer, a 
Hollywood Producer here to film a segment of 
the "In Search Of..." series (NBC, Ch k) saw 
an Austin's Store golf cap, bought it immed¬ 
iately (to the delight of the film crew), and 
still sports it when filming on location (on 
several continents.) He tells friends about 
Austin's famous malts. But I digress: Bob and 
Lorna have built Austin '3 from a corner drug 
store to a tourist attraction. That's what I 
call parlaying a malted milk into an enter¬ 
prise. 

4HBS- 

I GOT SOME FEEDBACK when I knocked the overus¬ 
ed expression "Have a nice day." I still main¬ 
tain that it's a cliche and ready for the same 
scrap heap as some other 60's vernacular: "ui>- 
tight," "Telling it like it is," "Right ON," 
"Cool it," "Far out," "Groovy" (which actually 
dates to the iiO's), "Out of sight," etc. One 
good one remains, however: I'd like to use it 
when "Have a nice day" turns up. It is "Bug 
off." 

IT WASN'T A NICE DAY FOR KEOQ'S BOB WELLMAN. 
He's wondering, seriously, if he should ever 
go back "down south." Returning from Santa 
Hanica and a basketball game broadcast there. 
Bob had this melancholy report: Flunked an FCC 
test; a passing truck heaved a rock through 
his windshield; all in all a bad day for the 
newswhiz. Things weren't much improved when 
he got back home: income tax form still unfin¬ 
ished; a newcomer chewed him out, blaming him 
for Bishop's inadequacies including bad rest¬ 
aurants, bad music, etc.; and then there was 
the flap over the spelling bee, reported ab¬ 
ove, which he reported on The News. Bob, poor 
dear, HAVE A NICE DAY l 

WHILE WE'RE IN-TO RADIO (and I guess we Must 
be), we might as well mention that Lishop*s 
KEBS will again be airing the Dodger games, 
starting March 10. Live, on a direct line. 
Station Manager John Young 3ays the "local 
time" for the Dodger games, four minutes, is 
already sold out to seven-or-so Bishop spons¬ 
ors. The Dodgers, even in their ho-hum games, 
pull a good audience, or so we're told - es¬ 
pecially among Inyo's summer tourist crowd. 

STILL MORE KEBS INTELLIGENCE: Night Disc Jock 
Mike Nolan and wife Jeannie soon departing for 
Oregon. Linda Siephard, KEBS' weekend micro¬ 
phone maid, will take over Nolan's duties, U 
to 10 p.m. A pleasant fem voice. 

•a-*#- 

MORE VPP's: Chuck Gillem, who has taken over 
Moe Jacobson's Bike and Sports Shoppe at Bish¬ 
op. Moe's gone into politics; trying to unseat 
Wilma Muth as supervisor. Gillem is a former 
Galtrans employee. 

MAKING THE SWITCH FROM VIOLENT TO VENAL, net¬ 
work TV is getting still more heat. Concerned 
viewers took TV to task after they'd counted 
X number of bodies and waded through gallons 
of studio blood. But TV wants its ratings... 
so...what do Americans like even better than 
violence? The results of the switch are duly 
(More NOTES FROM B.K. on Page 3) 
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AIRLIFT 

"HELICOPTER LOGGERS" 
LIFT A CRASHED PLANE 
OFF MOUNT BRADLEY 


O^u ,* 




DOWN FROM MOUNT BRADLEY'S ROCKS AND SNOW 
Airlifted to Independence "in a bit of delicate expertise..." 


NOTES FHDM B.K., Continued 

reported in the recent issue of NEWSWEEK. The 
story, 7hich outlines a national organized move¬ 
ment against "Vidsex", is worth reading* Sof&rj, 
Inyo County's churches are non-participating, 
but at least one group at Bishop staged a "tum- 
off-the-TV-week." According to the Rev. Stephen 
Kobernik, head of the Bishop Ministerial Asso¬ 
ciation, some Inyo pastors are suggesting to 
members that they "evaluate" TV programming "on 
its true value." Unfortunately, very few out in 
TV land can make such evaluations — and even 
these are widely divided* As for TV's sexuality, 
it merely comes out junky; the producers seem 
unable to handle much of anything, sex included, 
with intelligence. Their kinky attempts to titi¬ 
llate merely wind up corny. But media crusaders 
miss a point, and in the minds of the networks 
its a big point, veiy effective» Switch chan¬ 
nels, or, better still, turn it off and read a 
good book. 

AND THERE ARE SOME GOOD BOOKS TO READ, If you’re 
a war buff, you might want to look into the new 
TIME-LIFE series of books on World War II • The 
first edition, "Prelude to War," has been mail¬ 
ed subscribers - but it's still not too late to 
get it. Favorite books among library patrons 
these days are: "The Sword of Shannara," epic 
fantasy rdth a "wildly improbable" plot; "Full 
Disclosure," William Safire's book about "ano¬ 
ther" president (Safire was a Nixon speech-wri¬ 
ter) with a problem; "Black Marble," Wambaugh's 
treatment of (and for) L.A.'» dog show competi¬ 
tion; and, still a favorite, "The Silraarillion." 
Also "My Mother, Ifyself," Nancy Friday's trib¬ 
ute to Mom-attachment; and the Herriot work, 

"All Things Wise and Wonderful." For the kitchen 
bound (or kitchen-inclined) there's "The Cook'o 
Catalogue" - everything from microwave to meas¬ 
uring cup and how to use it. (If you must.) 

*** 

So,.,off to the reading room, y'all.,.and may 
the news in your day be good news...every day* 

Sincerely, 




THE CURIOUS SCOHS- 
or-more quickly gath¬ 
ered at the Independ¬ 
ence airstrip, the plane 
on the ground looked for 
all the world like the vic¬ 
tim of a very bad landing 
on the gravel tarmac. It 
lay there on its belly, a 
wing awry, landing gear 
crushed beneath. But by 
the standards of a Boise 
helicopter service, it had 
been in fact a very good 
landing indeed. Minutes 
before, a big Boise Cascade Association S6l 
chopper had airlifted the little Piper Chero¬ 
kee to Independence* It was a bit of delicate 
expertise not often seen. High on a slope of 
Mount Bradley immediately to the west. Captain 
Pete MLsner and his crew of "helicopter log¬ 
gers" had found the little Cherokee mortally . 
crippled in the rocks and snow. It went down 
on a flight from Oakland to Las Vegas. 

An insurance company contracted with the 
®oise firm to remove the wreckage to the air¬ 
strip at Independence. Of his flight into the 
forbidding Sierra Misner summed up simply: "We 
dropped three guys who fixed a sling under the 
wings and then pulled it up. It was hard to get 
to," 

Securely fastened and dangling beneath 
the big chopper, the Cherokee was moved off the 
mountain to Independence. The sight of an air¬ 
plane carried by a helicopter attracted curious 
motorists on busy Highway 395 to the set-down 
site. The drama began on a recent Sunday night; 
the plane's motor, out of gasoline or malfunc¬ 
tioning, lost power. The pilot, D. Harwood, 
nursed the ship along to a "snow-bowl" on the 
mountain where he crashed landed. He and a com¬ 
panion survived the crash, firing off flares 
into the night sky, and were themselves lifted 
off the mountain by a rescue helicopter seve’ral 
hours later. 

Another Urn will remove the recovered 
wreckage from Independence• 


IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE THE 
NEWS-LETTER REGULARLY, PLEASE FILL OUT 
THE FORM BELOW AND MAIL IT TODAY TO 
PO BOX 275, INDEPENDENCE, 93526. 
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bers of deer against the number of these who 
would shoot them* So far, though, there are no 
"deer farms" to provide stock - the way,fish 
are provided for fishermen. It is believed that 
there are few, if any, "natural" deer'left, 
save for remote herds in far northern forests. 

for Inyo's deer, they are not over-hunted, 
according to another F&G man, Vem Koontz. He 
said fewer licenses were issued last year than 
- before. If statewide input is similar to that 
from Inyo, the Department of Fish and Gane 
will be hard put to make a final decision on 
their newest clumsy idea; they'll have to, soon. 

BISHOP CITIZENS ARE "THINKING ABOUT FIL- 
ing lawsuits," so upset are they over the "pot¬ 
holes" in their county roads - this, the testi¬ 
mony of Bishop Supervisor Herbert London when 
a local developer requested an access road to 
be paid for in part out of his own pocket. No 
matter that the road would prevent traffic tie- 
ups; other Bishop citizens' letters let it be 
known they wanted some repair work before the 
county sinks any money so that "just one devel¬ 
oper gets a road." The problem of "potholes" 
is not exclusive with Inyo County'these days: 

So bad are streets in New York City, CBS News¬ 
man Walter Cronkite was moved to remark that 
"New York cab drivers use the potholes as ex¬ 
cuses for rough-riding cabs...Others measure 
distances by potholes...'I live roughly 8U pot¬ 
holes from this studio...very roughly." Costs 
of roadwork have skyrocketed in the past dec¬ 
ade, leaving governments with floods of comp¬ 
laints - and very roug£i roads. The Bishop dev¬ 
eloper, Gordon Holmoa, was turned down, but a 
proposal by Public ’.Yorks Director Bob Fisher 
offers a partial solutions a right-turn lane 
might relieve congestion for "a few years." 

ANOTHER DEVELOPER, DEAN KNIGHT, HAS "HAD IT" 
with the Planning Commission. Says Knight: "A 
few are telling everyone That to do, while the 
silent majority sits at home." Knight had just 
withdrawn his application for a zone amendment 
that would allow him to get a "general on-sale 
liquor license" for his proposed club at Knight 
Manor, his development near Big line. Not so 
silent was an outspoken minority living nearby 
the proposed club; Knight claims that these - 
along with Planning Commissioner Pat Wiltsie - 
"pressured" Doug Sherburne, Inyo's planning 
director, into demanding an environmental im¬ 
pact report. Says a planning department member, 
Charlie Woods: "There were quite a few letters, 
and a packed house at the planning commission 
meeting." Knight told reporters ho already has 
a liquor license for "a private club," but he 
sought the other kind of license after a coun¬ 
ty supervisor, Johnny Johnson, had asked him 
if civic groups might hold meetings there. Phc- 
ed with the turn-down, Knight warned darkly 
that, although he "doesn't need it," the val¬ 
ley will be "sick, sad and soriy" within "tyo 
months,"Ho offered no explanation as to why, 

SAYING THAT HE "HAS BETTER PROSPECTS AT THIS 
time," another key staff member in the county's 
public works-pianning complex announced his 
resignation last week. The most recent resig¬ 
nation comos from County building arti 3afety 
Supervisor Randy ^avis, long considered a fav¬ 


orite among the county's contractors. Davis 
said his resignation "in no way" reflects any 
problems in his department. He has served in 
the job for about two years, and, before that, 
worked as a technician in the planning depart¬ 
ment. His plans: Davis said he is completing 
"the last requirements" to become a licensed 
architect. As for the building and safety dep¬ 
artment, the supervisors recently okayed the 
hiring of a new building inspector. More may 
be needed when the Bishop sewer project is com¬ 
pleted in March. 

NOW THAT THEY'VE ASSUMED RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
the life of every single Tale Klk in the world, 
members of the "California Society for the Pro¬ 
tection & Care of YJildlife" are taking out ad¬ 
vertisements in the metropolitan media seeking 
donations to the cause, "The cause" i 3 the re¬ 
cently-established wildlife preserve (3h,000 
acres) leased in the Sierra-Tehachapi mountains 
to provide grazing land for Tule Elk. The org¬ 
anization offered the land to the California 
Fish & Game Commission as a "permanent home" 
for the fast-multiplying elk. The state accept¬ 
ed, being hard up for room for the elk. The 
society says it must now purchase the land to 
guarantee permanency, and the land must be fen¬ 
ced, "to keep poachers, trespassers, and unau¬ 
thorized vehicles out." And, presumably, the 
elk in. Elk sympathizers may send contributions 
to the society, c/o' Crocker National Bank, Box 
80879, World ’Jay Postal Center, L.A., 90080. 

AIMING FOR MORE SIGNATURES THAT ’.YELL CERTIFY 
him for the Democratic nomination, Congression¬ 
al Candidate Bob Sogge (pronounced "soggy") wa 3 
to arrive in Bishop early this week. His press 
relations representative, Jim Stutz, told NEWS¬ 
LETTER that Sogge will be "working the precincts 
in a.-door-to-door personal campaign." Since his 
announcement for candidacy three weeks ago, the 
candidate claims to have collected 3,700 sig¬ 
natures on his petition for initial nomination 
papers. Stutz said that sinoe Sogge is "not yet 
organized" in Inyo County, few of the signatures 
so far gained are from Inyo County. An Inyo at¬ 
torney, Rod Smith, is "unofficial" camapign man¬ 
ager here. Sogge hopes to make up the Inyo gap 
between now and March 10, deadline for the fil¬ 
ing for candidacy. So far, no other candidates 
from the Democratic camp have announced their 
intentions to compete, in November, for the 
congressional seat now held by William Ketchum, 

FURTHER PRESSING HIS CAMPAIGN TO GAIN 3U ACRES * 
of DWP land for industrial-residential develop¬ 
ment north of Lone Pine, Supervisor Richard Mc¬ 
Donald last week came out of a meeting with DWP 
Engineer Jim Wickser with only slightly raised 
hopes. "It was a fairly positive meeting," said 
the' supervisor, but he also stressed that "ev¬ 
erything is still in the negotiating stage," ard 
"no commitments have been made." McDonald has 
gained support of Lone Pine's business commun¬ 
ity and the local chamber of commerce. Chamber 
Manager Pat Farlander also participated in last 
week's meeting with Wickser. McDonald said that 
Wickser agreed to "find out That the L.A. City 
Council might require" in turning over the pro¬ 
posed 31; acres. The tract, if acquired, would 
provide^development space for about 22 acres of 

(More NEWS BRIEFS, Page 5) 
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"light, non-polluting" industry, and another 11 
acres for residential development. 

IF THE AUTO THEFT CHARGES FILED BY SHERIFF'S ; 
officers are to be believed, an El Monte youth 
trying to escape the county in a stolen pickup 
showed a remarkable lack of knowledge of Inyo's 
virtually escape-proof geography. The chase be¬ 
gan at Big Fine when Roseanne Moos looked up 
from her tennis game to see her pickup truck 
"rapidly" driven from the high school parking 
area. On her call to the sheriff's office, dep¬ 
uties and highway patrolmen quickly set up a 
watch all along Inyo's single escape route, the 
north-south Highway 395. At Lone line, after a 
brief run with a sheriff's car in pursuit, the 
alleged thief, 21-year-old Allen Johnson, aban¬ 
doned the truck - to flee lucklessly into the 
arms of two detectives waiting for him in the 
park north of Lone Fine. On his arrival at the 
jail at Independence more bad news was in store 
for Johnson: another car theft charge. Officers 
said he apparently abandoned the first vehicle 
when it broke down near Big Fine, and opted for 
Moos 1 truck with its keys le ft conveniently in 
the ignition. 

WITH 375 SIGNATURES ON A PETITION, "JEANNIE" 
Harness of Olancha last week filed her candi¬ 
dacy to oppose Incumbent Sheriff FLoyd Barton 
in the upcoming county elections. At week's 4 
end the aspirant sheriff needed another "20 > 

or 30" on a nomination certification, a goal 
she was expected to reach quickly. Harness 
still fell painfully short of the 800-plus 
signatures she needed to avoid payment of the 
sheriff's race filing fee of more than &5(X). 

She made up the difference in cash, about $200. 
Barton himself took the more conventional 
route and las t week handed over $500 in filing 
for his own candidacy. Still no takers: the 
poorly paid ($l£0 per year) job of constable 
for Inyo County, a position held for years by 
Lone Fine's aging (73) Jess Covington who told 
County Clerk Rita Bromley he will not seek re- 
election. Other aspirants who filed for office 
last week were Justice Court Judge Don Chap¬ 
man, Coroner Don Talmadgo, Tax Assessor Jack 1 
?Clay and Supervisor Candidate Moe Jacobson. 
Although she would not elaborate, Bromley said 
"a couple more" candidates will be filing this 
week. 

A PUZZLING LETTER FROM THE SMITHSONIAN INSTI- 
tution at Washington, responding to enquiries 
about the "Inyo Meteorite," prompts more ques¬ 
tions than it provides answers. Still hopeful 
that the meteorite may be returned to the Ow- 
cns Valley, where it was discovered in 1922, 
is Henry Raub, a former director of the Museum 
at Independence. After a letter to the Smith -1 
sonian from Congressman William Ketchum, the 
secretary there advised that "I hasten to as¬ 
sure you that we mil look into the conditions 
of its preservation at the Smithsonian and our 
response will be forthcoming." Commented Raub 
after getting a copy of the letter: "The let¬ 
ter is something of a puzzle to me since my 
concern regarding the Inyo Meteorite did not” 
take into consideration 'the conditions of its 
preservation' - (Our) concern is in arranging 
for its transfer back to the country where it 


was found." Raub added that the letter is "pro¬ 
bably only a first step in its recovery." 

CONTRARY TO DENIALS BY LOCAL MANAGER DEWEY 
Weatherford, "the phone company is having one 
Hell of a time with the new phone system," ac¬ 
cording to another source in the telephone 
company. Customers say they are having trouble 
with the new direct-dial system; calls fail to 
go through, they get recordings that report 
disconnects on phones that are woiking, etc. 

The statement came from a source, thought to 
be both informed and reliable, within the tel¬ 
ephone organization at Bishop. "But," he assur¬ 
ed questioners, "they are working on it trying 
to get it right." 

RESIGNED: Ray Bennett of Independence, who for 
four years served as an auditor-appraiser in 
Inyo's tax assessor's office. A former real es¬ 
tate broker, Bennett will return to that bus¬ 
iness with his own company, Gallatin Mortgage 
Company, at Bozeman, Montana, this week. Leav¬ 
ing his job here last Friday, Bennett and'his 
family turned to the customary activity of 
Inyo departees: conducting a garage sale. 

Tor drUnks, a ~plan 

NEW HORIZONS BIDS FOR DRIVERS’ CARE 

B ISHOP'S "CRISIS RESOLUTION CENTER," NEW 
. Horizons West, has put in its bid to dry 
’ up Inyo County's chronic drunk drivers. 
Wading bar-high in state red tape. New Horiz¬ 
ons ' directors, Chet and Robin Erskine, have 
prepared what they hope will be an acceptable 
proposal to take over the program initiated 
with the passage of State Senate Bill 38 > a 
bill that provides for convicted drunk drivers 
the option to seek qualified help for their 
drinking problem in place of losing their dri¬ 
vers licenses. At pre sent, Iayo County has no 

'such official program to 
work with its courts and 
an fact one convicted 
drunk is suing the coun¬ 
ty justice court for its 
denial of the option (See 
accompanying box). 

The Krskines' Pro¬ 
posal has gone to the* 
Inyo Alcohols sm Adminin- 
trator, and iif It Is ap¬ 
proved there it then is 
sent to the board of sup¬ 
ervisors. Finally, for 
acceptance, the proposal 
must then come under the 
scrutiny of the state's 
Office on Alcohol. The 
state law had set Jan. 1 
as the effective date for 
implementation of the law 
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, CHET ERSKINE 
"...no cookbook.." 


but in Inyo at least another six week3 will go 
by before it starts working here - if in feet 
the Erskine plan or semo other like it makes its 
way through -the bureaucratic heirarchy. Under 
the law the taxpayer is not required to foot 
the bill for the drunk drivers' rehabilitation, 
which rests, instead, on the drunks' own resp¬ 
onsibility - under New Horizon's plan, about 
$529 for a year. Payment, however, is on what 

(See NEW HORIZONS, Page 7) 
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GUNS, Continued 

Ritter hotly pursued the bad guys on the old 
back lots at Republic and Universal, But all 
of that is a lot of guesswork; pistol packers 
are conspicuously silent about their motives 
and, lately, about the number of arms .they ac¬ 
tually keep. And for good reason; more and more 
voices are being raised in favor of gun cont¬ 
rol, registration of guns, or even confiscat¬ 
ion* The owners, faced with this opposition, 
share - usually at the tops of their voices - 
several common beliefs: first, of course, the 
Second Amendment guarantee, "the right to keep 
and bear arms"; the right of personal defense 
against certain types of intrusion (at this 
time only vaguely defined either in mind or 
law); and, either for the fun or just the hell 
of it, because they want to. 

Sheriff ^loyd Barton, himself a personal 
gun-ovmer, says "Inyo County is 80$ against 
gun control, maybe higher, because most say the 
Constitution provides the right to bear arms 
for all Americans, Many feel strongly about 
this." Yes, they certainly do. Few disagree* •*,j 

Both as officer and citizen Barton sup¬ 
ports the personal right to own guns, and in 
this he shares the view expressed by most law 
enforcement officers everywhere - even though 
they constitute the single group most closely 
associated with "crime." And for good reason: 
Law enforcement people, pexhaps more than oth¬ 
ers, are aware that gun controls 17111 tend to 
remove arms only from law-abiding citizens, 
and that the criminally inclined will remain 
as oblivious to gun laws as to any other law. 
llew York's rigidly-enforced law against owner¬ 
ship of a pistol stands as a good example of 
the futility of such laws. Of that, Barton re¬ 
ports on a meeting he had with members of the 
famous Scotland Yard: "In England, the police 
are now armed. Guns are stolen in America and 
go to foreign countries. The black market is a 
big business. For every plane of dope leaving 
Mexico, two or three fly in with stolen gear 
and guns. 

"In New York, in every block there are 
more guns than in the whole of Inyo County." 

The sheriff estimates that in Inyo Coun¬ 
ty "the average household" has a minimum of 
three guns...shotguns, rifles, pistols. And 
that's conservative." 

Are there any "armed fortre33e3" in this 
county? -Hard to say, but the sheriff recalls 
no incidences of discovery of such. "But from 
time-to-time underground-type groups use Inyo 
County to practice. Yle know they do. B^t any 

prolonged effort would be detected, because e- 
ven the remote areas are seen by tourists." 

The groups of which Barton speaks are 
usually of the lunatic fringe. Weird philoso¬ 
phical attitudes - religious, patriotic, pol¬ 
itical - often form in them contradictions so 
fuzzy that they find singleness of direction 
only in armed aggressiveness. They remain dog¬ 
gedly unaware that World War II desert tac¬ 
tics are pitifully outdated in a world of air¬ 
borne electronic warfare. But sophisticated 
modern battle, even in tactical situations, is 
lost upon those who would appoint themselves 
heirs of 1930's German superman concepts. In 
the armageddon they imagine, they (the only 
ones with armsj) would emerge, like Charlie 
4anson, as "leaders." 


What are the gun-fanciers buying these 
days - and why? 

Bishop's Dale Miller, one of the few gun 
dealers willing to talk about it, says his 
shop, Mac's Sporting Goods, sold 116 handguns 
last year - at prices ranging up to $300. He 
said that "about half" of the purchasers ment¬ 
ioned they wanted the gun for "family protec¬ 
tion," and it is presumed that many more may 
have privately nurtured similar motives. They 
buy "snub-nosed .38's. Derringers, and quite 
a few .357 and ,i|I; magnum pistols." 
f Just like Clint Eastwood's. 

Does a gun actually afford much "family 
protection"? Clearly not. Statistics show that 
family guns pose genuine threats to family saf- 
ety, thanks to curious kids, and, sometimes, 
to the sudden anger in domestic spats. As for 
protection against burglars, they're usually 
tucked av/ay somewhere and out of reach. 

By whatever illogic the gun-fancier 3 may 
maintain their-ijeliefs, there yet remains an¬ 
other, perhaps more practical true logic: There 
is nowhere to be found in all of history a sin¬ 
gle instance in which a people remained free 
once they were disarmed. 

Somehow, we gun-nuts understand that. 

EXPANSION 
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BISHOP SEWER PROJECT SPURS DEVELOPERS 

T^ES BONDING to RENEWED ACTIVITY AMONG INYO'S 
builders and developers, Bishop's Gordon 
X. VHolmes announced last week the expansion 
of his'engineering firm - "HEDCo" - and the em¬ 
ployment of additional 
personnel. At least one 
other engineer has pri¬ 
vately revealed similar 
plans, as yet unofficial. 

Joining HEDCo is 
Alvin H. Walker, a civil 
engineering designer who 
worked for Holmes in the 
60 's. Son of a long-es¬ 
tablished Inyo family, 
’/Talker returns to the a- 
rea from TTyoming with his 
wife, Alice. He is a li¬ 
censed surveyor. , 
Holmes' other new 
staff addition is Kenney 
Scruggs who for five 
years served as secreta¬ 
ry of the Inyo Planning 
Commission. She recently, 
resigned the job in the 
midst of the planning 
department's ongoing con¬ 
troversies. An honors 
graduate of Florida State 
University, she said she 
moved into the "private 
sector" to escape limi¬ 
tations imposed by gov¬ 
ernmental haggling. 

Holmes is present¬ 
ly at work on a 72-unit 
Barlow Lane area devel¬ 
opment. Completion of 
the Bishop sewer project 
hag fq nowed development 
activity at Bishop. 
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ICEMA, Continued' . 

It appears that, as it stands now, very 
few in Inyo County have any real understanding 
as to what ICEMA is about - certainly not the 
supervisors charged, indirectly, with its dir¬ 
ection, Reporters departed ICEMA's Bi^iop off¬ 
ice (in the city hall) with only the vaguest 
idea of That ICEMA's impact will be in human 
terms in Inyo County - this after an hour and 
a half of detailed inquiry. 

Already, ICEMA is a "going" organization. 
Joyce Schwinn, ICEMA's training co-ordinator, 
said that she is not waiting on the local com¬ 
mittee to start moving. A self—starter, and one 
inclined to cut through what she calls "red 


ICEMA'S SCHWINN 
talks to reporters 
about emergency 
medical plans that 
her agency has 
for Inyo County. 
With or without lo¬ 
cal "input," her 
agency is "moving." 
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tape," she is proceeding as best she can with¬ 
out local input to implement ICEMA's program. 
And what does that include? 

Lore on that later. For now, to be under¬ 
stood, ICEMA, like other government programs, 
must be traced to its philosophical origins. In 
ICEMA's case, it goes back to those post-dep¬ 
ression times when there arose a national trend 
toward egalitarian and populist thinking. Now, 
ICEMA, one of the social grandchildren of New 
Deal theorizing, is based on the principle that 
every American, however remotely situated, is 
entitled to the "best" medical care possible. 
ICEMA would reorganize and redistribute much of 
[•medicine's expertise on what it believes to be 
a more equitable basis and make it available on 
' demand at whatever cost, to all. To implement 
its professed altruism would demand that the 
federal government move further into the regul¬ 
ation of the affairs of the medical institut¬ 
ions and their activities public and private. 

The ICEMA program, like other federal 
programs, offers a tempting list of plans: the 
ongoing training of medical personnel to keep 
them up-to-date in procedures and developments; 
training of "EMT's" (Emergency Medical Technic¬ 
ians such as those required by law to serve on 
the county's rescue squads); public education 
in baby and child care; services to the deaf; 
providing equipnent and the services of ail* am¬ 
bulances * 

Such programs viewed in the light of to¬ 
day's staggering medical costs will run into the 
multi-millions. In part it is precisely because 
of those costs that some Americans are denied 
the treatment they would like, a fact which has 
brought govemmont intervention into many af- 
(See ICEMA, Back Pago) 


NET HORIZONS, Continued 

Erskine estimates as "an ability to pay" basis, 
on "a sliding scale." The drunk's "year" would 
include 52 group meetings, 25 private counsel¬ 
ling sessions and 12 hours of educational film 
viewing, etc. 

It would be up to the courts to sentence 
the offenders to the program; those vho fail, 
or who show no improvement, would suffer the 
suspension or even the revocation of their op¬ 
erator 's licenses. But all involved, including 
the Erskines, are aware of the unpredictabili¬ 
ty of drunks, and therefore of the unpredicta¬ 
bility of programs governing them and their er¬ 
ratic, sometimes compulsive, behavior. "Treat¬ 
ment," says Erskine, "is an individual thing. 
There *s no cookbook. One might go to a doctor 
and start taking antibuse," or another might 
be treated through still other methods.. 

Alcohol problems demand "a restructuring 
of the life-style. If you used to hang around 
somewhere and drink, you've got to start being 
somewhere else. Je act as a sounding board for 
individual plans. Everyone is different and so 
are the plans." In New Horizons' case "motiva¬ 
tion" toward improvement is built-in: keeping 
the driver's license.'"Most," hints Erskine 
■with a mild, knowing humor, "say to themselves 


At least one convicted drunk driver 
is trying - even demanding - to get into 
an alcohol program. She is twice-convicted 
Boni Joyce Lundgren who has gone to court 
to sue the - Department of Motor Vehicles and 
Judge Don Chapman who she claims denied her 
entrance into a program and instead suspen¬ 
ded her license. Chapman had ruled her in- 
eligible because her offense occurred prior 
to Dec. 31, when the state law became effec¬ 
tive. 

•| lundgren pleads in her lawsuit that 
she has two children and that her husband 
has no authority to drive. She asks the 
court to modify Chapman's sentence suspend¬ 
ing her license. She had requested that she 
be allowed to enter a program at Riverside. 


'Okay, I*11 go to the damned meeting once a 
week*' They have to maintain their sobriety for 
the year. And we have sobriety tests if we sus¬ 
pect they are not. Usually, if someone stops 
drinking, he can handle his problems." 


INYO’S NEW VSO 

Since a day not long ago when he "saw it 
advertised in the paper," Bill Hastings, a Mar-' 
ine Corps veteran, wanted the job as Inyo's 
veterans service officer. Last week he got it, 
in a supervisors' It—1 vote. 

In an interview Hastings was pointedly 
asked if he had read last year's grand jury re¬ 
port which had forced the resignation of the 
former VSO, Jim Kelley. He said he had read it 
and expressed the thought he may rectify past 
problems of that office. He told the supervis¬ 
ors he'll be "available" to the county's vets 
and that his "phone number will be in the book." 

To take the job Hastings will relinquish 
his interest in a car rental agency. 

In Inyo, the VSO's position is one poten¬ 
tially chargod with emotional issues dealing 
as it does with veterans' money and health care. 
























ICEMA, Continued 

fairs of medicine as it is practiced now. If the 
supervisors were less than enthusiastic about 
ICEMA it is because they suspect, like many ot¬ 
hers, that along with the government 11 gifts" 
will also come government "control." Their con¬ 
cern was in no way lightened by Tingwall*s ad¬ 
monition ,r .Ve will tell them what to do." 

Without the local committee, which ideal¬ 
ly would give Inyo County the final say in how 
ICEMA will perform, and at what cost, the ICE- 1 . 
MA workers, such as Tingwall, will probably be 
"'making their own decisions. Vdth federal law 
backing them up there is every indication that 
they are given the clout to do just that. 

Last week, the supervisors demonstrated 
, a gross ignorance of ICEMA - as seen in Herb 
London’s opening question to Tingwall* "Yftio are 
you ?" Wilma Muth, appointed long ago to a 
joint Inyo-Mono ICEHA. committee, was better in¬ 
formed, but the progranfe details appeared to be 
vague even in her case. It had been Tingwall’s 
wish to disband the joint committee and estab¬ 
lish in its place a single-county committee 
more able to meet and offer productive direct¬ 
ion. Tingwall herself said that "I can go out 
and do things," on her own and without direct¬ 
ion, as it were, "but that’s not the way it’s 
supposed to be done." ' * 

It quickly became clear during the super¬ 
visors ’ session, and in talks that followed, 
that if the county government, charged with 
committee appointment and action, relinquished 
its power, then Uncle Sam would be all too hap¬ 
py to exert its own power - and its authority 
to open, or snap shut, its tcsc-fnttened purse. 


"^hat does ICEMA mean to Inyo County?," 
posed Supervisor Chairman Richard McDonald. 

"I ‘m not sure That it will mean. It depends on 
the committee. What we’ve been doing is EMT 
training." 

In the sharp discussions that followed. 
County Administrator John K. Smith asked, "T.ho 
is running things?" Tingwall replied, "I am, 

I guess." 

It was at this point that London inter¬ 
jected his "ashamed" statement, and that was 
soon followed by another, that from McDonald 
who was even more candid: "It’s a lot of bur¬ 
eaucratic B.S. for the most part," he said,"but 
I guess training is the bottom line." 

"What i3 ICEMA. doing now? -The first ans¬ 
wer that springs to mind is shuffling papers 
and making plans - "getting organized," in the 
words of Co-ordinator Schwinn — but that answer 
in fact is incomplete, and perhaps unfair to 
I CELIA ’ s workers who are, like it or not, dedi¬ 
cated to the idea of good medical care for any¬ 
one - and everyone. 

Says Schwinn: "The idea is to get the mo¬ 
ney back to the taxpayers, to provide a real 
service." And that, according to Schwinn would 
include, as an example, the "transients" who 
come into the area in need of medical service 
they might not otherwise be able to afford. 
"Care should be rendered regardless of ability 
to pay." She encourages - urges, in fact - the 
county's people to come into her office, where 
they will be directed to the medical care they 
need. "If there's no other way," she says, "we 
will pay for it." 

’We" again becomes "us." 
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